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CHAPTER TIL
g aM eATR Nowl®

Mins Mund Ovinglon lund returned at balf.
pawt vne o'clock from & bull given by one of
the londern of fusbiion, aud wore ber balle
dress of Honting nzure gauvze, louped  Lero
and there with witerdilow wod diswonds,

This pale and cloud-like dres- pave ber
fhe appeurauce of wome beautiful wab r-
nymph wewly swmerged from hLor crystal
fonnwin,

Her long yullow hair had fallan loosely
over her shonlilems, and hang aboul ber
waisk lile a shower of golden iy, Her
lurge Lioe eyen wers unuatunally dilated,
and shous with fevarish light,

Buouetimen sl clasped ber xmall joweled
ll;;nrlln ond lifted thew wildly sbove hor

(11 %

“Will he never come? slin oried, agnin
and agait.  “ls this suspense o Lt Jor-
eyor?”

At lnst, exnctly as the hands of the time-
ploce poluted W ten minutes bufore five, o
eantinis knook sounded upun the pauel of
tho gililed door,

AL Iast!" she exelilmed—<‘at Inat!™

Blie apraug toward the door and unlocked
It mlmowt lessly; then, of g it with
the mamo ciution, she adwitted s nun
weapped ina heavy grout cont, wnd with bis
thin muflled in o enslomere shawl,

Cald ua tho night win, beavy drops of per-
spiration rollod down Lis swarthy face, und
his breatl cwme sbort wud quick, na if ko
bad baen running.

CWelll" excluiinud Miss Ovington—wolll"

The min Lesitatod for some moments,
twisting the brim of Lia bat ronud and
raund in hin teen ling hauds; and slasiog
wacaully straiglit befors bim.,

ben, with wvisible effurt, and withond
looking ot Miss Ovington, be suid, mowly:

*Lve done everytling, madam, sceording
A was arranged,

1 to

Misa Mand Ovington draw horslf
ber fullest beight, sud a glinge of mingled
oy and triumph shot across ber expressiva
conntennnos,

“f am very glad! she mid

There wns sometlung nimost terriblo In
tha elow, deliberation with which abs pro-
monneed Lheme fow words,

“You bave done e s rent servies," shandd.
ed altar a long patise, daring which slie had
reated bersell ju n thoughivtal attitude befora
the costly toflet-table—*‘von Lave done mo
o grent sorvice, and I will wot forgol wy
promise.”

Bhe unlocked her dressing-onee, which
wui & mnsaive easket of ebony inleid with
gold.  Bho pressad & wpring in the inner
paxt of the oauket, nud w secrot dinwer flow
out, diseloang n fuw neally-fulded paper
aud o roll of bink notes,

Miss Owipgton took oub the roll of notes
oud bnuded o the wan,

YTika thids," slie wuld,  “TL won to have
paid for my woelliling deossew, but Blewnrt
mtst give we or dis for those. Who woulid
fnuuging, to look ut this room, that thore is
no one i this groat city more In need of
smumuy Ahan the Hoporatile Jiimes Ovinglou?
Dat whint of that® sk W8, with n andid @

clnngo af tons,  **Give o the packet, Wil
liam—the paoket!”

Thig man reeoiled o few pacen,

*Tw very sorry, wadim,” he answered,
fooking  down;  ns if afeadd to  mest
the eyen of the bLeantiful creniure bofors
mu—"i'm very sorey, but I couldu's gob

"

#¥on have not brought me the packei®

SNo, madup,”

“Tle hadn't it sbiout him, thent™

“No. wndam,"

*And yot you—"'

“Lldas you dirseled, madam," replisd
i wan, “heeanse, Ly bin words an
manser, [ faneiod be had the paeket thet |
you wanted abont hm, and I offercd bim
what you Lolid me i 4'd give it up, but he
wouldu't; o 1 old hin what you said, nnl
there waws ouly o eourie left, and then—"

Sho wtopped him with an luporious ges-
tare of Ler fuuall hiund.

*Toough!™ sle wid; “you did na I told

"Yew, madam.”

'y tho letbret”

‘To the letter, mndam,"” answered the
ann, still looking down,

Sho waived ber baud bhanghiily, and the
may cm!-i townrd the door,

“Blopl” whe exvlnimml,  “Come back; I
bave somelhing to sny.*

Ths mnn returied aod stood awaiting hor
plonsure us belure,

“[ bave siid unthing to yon," ghe mnr-
mured alowly, vof kasping the ssoret of thin
night's bianess. 1 huve asked no onth
from you, for 1 know tlut such an yon break
{uur oaths wa lightly as you take them,

‘o0 bnve been will paid for what you huve
dous. lasve ¥on not?"

“You, mud v, ™

“Aud it was dous of yoor own free willl”

Yar, mvilam,"”

“You will koep yonr secrob then, remom.
ber, for your own sake, uot for mine. Yon
understnud met”

“Yeu, wonidam,"” noswored the man, lifing
bis eyes for the first Lue, aud looking the
womny full in the faes, 1 understand yon
peetectly now, sid shao't forgot o word thag
you've said.”

“Go them,” mid Mins Ovington, coldly,
fwinoo  you nuderstand.  Yeb stay—one
word more. Ou my marringe, you will
oave my father's wervice nid enter that of
the Genoral, Yo will be better padd tlun
you huve been hore ™

Tho man bowed low,

“You are very good, madam,” be sald

S wint no tinnks; gpol"

Blie fullowed the wervant to the door and
elosed nud logked it an nolselessly as she
Ll opened it

“The General will pot see the traces of |
to-night'nbusiness in my fuoo to-worrow, I
B wale now!"

OHAFTER IV,

THR MIDNIGONT QBY,

The Onk Sivest Stalion was brightly
lighted sl night long, according to custow,
aud the bhmls were partly dmwn,

The wergeant iad Leun busy in (he latter
port of tho evening. booking the misiralile
wretches broug: 8 Lefore L, mosl of them
in I of intoxleation, xnd now,
in the early worning, bis sat quietly reading
thio newnpupur.

For un kour ho was undisturbed, then the
onter dour awnng open snid A youug wan
hastily outered.  Fio wan light, well built,
and of medinm helpbt, A loose-Uiog capa
probected bis shonliders from the onill ain
aud s blnck wlonel hal pirtly concenled lLis
clasnio fornhand. I

With quick broath, ho addressed Lhe sor-

Tank l

3

b |

“Hir," he mid, “there has been s murder

O o ofcer dropped K asd Jooked
o officer dro| in paper
op, stolidly, st the speker,

T wm ot bore to mnke » charge, bt to
nsk belp at once?” oriod the young man,
following np hin fest statement before the
setnte surgeant bud an opportaiity to speak,
i “Take it mg.nnil,‘L-M the ul.l::nr. unlrl‘i

A ping a bell ud ik side, “Where di
Lin:#iir oeconr?"

“Daown at the rivor front. T was passing
nlimg Sonth strent, and as | eame per Peck
Bhip Ehoed s groan, T looked aoross the
atroet, and mvw o man st that moment push
anotbor futo the walor and rum, 1 st up »
ery nod stirted in pursuit; Lut the man way
too firot of foet.™

“4Did you call for.the polioe® mid the
sergrant

“No; T wannn horror-stricken (hat T thonght
of nothing but rinniog him down, sod goi-
ting him in wy ur;:;.

Tha official sb his head and aguin
tapipad the bell.

“Can you teseribe the man whom yon
saw oo awsy?"

+“Only Lin dress,” replied the yonng mang
“for T condd not got w look at his fontires—
ho wis b wo gront & distancy shead,"”

The two policemen who had been wmm.
moned were dispiutihied with the yonng niun
who Lind given Lo luformiiion to the scyne
of (he troulile,

After bialt an honr's mearch abont the
docks, by the aid ol lanterus, the m n re-
l.n;luvdm the station a8 wiso as when they
Tefl it

No ona on honrd the vessels moored along
the docks bad  beard soy nnwsnnl noise
Not w wingle woul excopt the brentliless
young man seemed to know nught ubout the
murder or attempt ol worder,

The sergeatit wekeu i dueen or two ques-
tiouw aud then Lude the yonng mat o per-
suptory “good morning,” thus giving bim
to vaderstand that bis wished o bear voth-
ing wore of whint be lormed *'a délusion.”

rter in the day, the young man who hsd
cativerd tha polioe wo much tronble wended
bin wiy to the residence of Olureuce Sug.

m,

He aslced for Clarsnes, and was admitted
immediately by the servant of the house.

He walked slowly up the atairs and en.
terod the studio guietly—a plice in whioh
lie nud Clarenca hud ‘passed muny bappy
Lours,

He found the onca plansant ronm dexartord
The pioturas woro all turued to the wull, aud
a black curtein hung over the cisel—tho
eusel upon which still remuined the unfin.
Ishied portrait of Min Ovington.

“Deud!" ho exclaimed, “Clarencs, my
friend —my Lifo-long iriend—dead! This is
indped a hitter blow!™

Ha mank iuio a chair near the easel, and
covered bis fnoe with bis hanis

Ife soarcely koew bow long be bad re
mained & nted in thin melaicholy atvituda
whion the enrtsing hitweon the two npurt
munti were alnwly demwn apart, sad Clurics
nppetired, slaudiug in the opening bélwoen

e,

Iler white froe was more eolorless than
tha purest soarbile; hier birge duck eyen goz-
ng trom this winte fuce lad a terrible and
Blony expression,

Al Mr Dulton. yon hnvs returned™
she excluimed, clwpiog ber slonder bnnds
aad wlowly approsching (e yonug man,
““Tt wos surely nn ullowine Providence which
dirceted your footsteps hitbier, for 1 huve
ueed of o friend.*

v knpw sl nuswered the young man,
oT pale wan se guestiion, for your answor
rould tadl me nothing which I bave not wl-
reily lnarned from the aspect of (his onee
familine poom,  Those piotnres turoed feom
the light of day, that gloomy dopery npon
the easel, the eloned whinttens, ouid the dirk-
Fned chivmber—all spealt of one ealimlty—
eath.  Clarsncs Baydam i dead. Do uot
distress youniclt to 1oll me the terrible truth,
Clariow; I know all.”

The young girl answersd with a mocking
langh ~n lavgh borribly disvordent in i
tons,

“Yon knaw alll" #he exelnimed. “Yon
limow notling of the bitlernsus of my de-
rairl”

“SWhat enn I know more than that Clar-

[au o in dondl?” askoed Me. Diadton,

“There wre muiny Kivide of leath,” replind
Claries, with an ioy despnir thst wos dread.
Lul to lonk upon,

“In Heaven's name, what mean yon,
Clario?” exelaimed the yonng mu,

“I menn that my cousin Clareuce Suydam
lias boen wordered!”

CMurders 1" gasped the young man
“Murdered!” harapented,ina hourss whisper.

“Yen,"  manswersd  Clarice — “beutally,
trenchermaly mnrdered!”

Ulirice, what do yon mean?”

“Olieonee 1eft here lait night, promising,
if alive, to return at elovet o'clock. e has
not returnwd, awd yoo kuow lLe pever yet
broke o promise.*

“Never," eaplied the yonng man.  “‘Put
who could have any motive for wo borrible s
deed?”

*What motive? who ropeated, with n smila
of dark meaning,  **Ay, what indeed?”

“Tell me all, Clsries,” wiid the young
mie *Yon sanoot doubt my intersst in all
that conowrna my ol friend, or my soger-
news to nid you i Wlie endiavor Lo ascortain
Liis futo.™

“Hent yonruelf here, thon,” replied Clarise
—here, opprwite thin ensel, for there ia
aomelhing Liddoo Uy that eurbain whick I
will show you when the time cowes,"

11w portraie”

“*Noi the portrait of & woman, Within
the yenr that followed your departare for
Englaudd, Clurence was engngied by n wenlthy
gentlemin to give lessons (o paintivg to his
danhter—a beunty anud o wormn of fasbion,
viry younp, very amuble, aud very mnch
lieloved by thiose who know ber,  You kuow
Clarence Suydnw's enthusinstio nature; you
will not tieretors be snrprised {0 besr that
Lie fell in Jove with (hin wornan,*

*And sho returned hiv affection?™

“Bhe did, or sbe pretendvd to do Ao,
Clirouee confided in wey Lo told me all —his
happines in the present, hin hope in the
fotors,  Bhe had sworn to shure bis bumble
fortunes in mpito of all the woild—in deti-
ance of the harsh oode of society which re-

nerves beiuty and wenlth for i own station, |

Th y were betrothed. They mot often, bug
socretly; and, when separiled forany length
of tune, they correspondad—atill secretly.
Thin endured wilhout interraplion  uutil

esterday, when my cousin's idol camo hiere
to tell am with her own lips —with the calm
fnsnlonoe of ber olass— that she was fulue to

avery vow she had ever ntierod.”

Infamoun woman!™ mnatiersd Mr, Dalton.

“Mora than this, she demanded of him
the lettern whe hud written to bim during
the past yoar—lotlers that would have eter-
nilly compromised her had they fallon into
the bandg of her betrothed husband,  These
latters Ch fused to restore; ony,

more, he kwore that he wonld deliver them |

General Dumont, the man whe

murg."

“But what has this to do with yonr cons.
‘s disnppesrsnoe?” exelaimed My, Dalton,
Clurice suydam looked st him for a few

mamenti fn rilence,

*sPerhn

baps mi

was Lo

A
Bhe then told the youngwman of the lotter |

nurhing,” ahe murmured —“'per- |

1‘1:“15 Clarence bad recmvnn opou woe

e
| vious night—the lutter which invited bim to
Lhe meeting from whieh he lind not returned,
“Have you that lelter iu your possessiont™
imaked Mr. Dalton,
| “Naj Olarence ind it in his pocket when
he left the houss,” snswersidl Clarica. 1
"wint early this morning to the hotel named
An tuat letter, and fonud thet no oue of thst
name had been ataying thers. The people
Lelouging to thu houss were very willing to
ive o all the information in thele power,
| bt Uspy could throw ltlle light upou the
| mystery. ‘l'h-g told ma thut » person hind
iwulked into the dining-room at . gquarter
post wignt, and had givon a card o the
waiter with the nume of Speucer written
Wpon ik ‘A geotlomsn will eall hera at
half-pngt eight to nxk for me,” this man keid;
‘vou can Lell him that T am waiting for him
liere.' At bilf-past eight, p peon suswer-
ing my cousin'g deseripbon come o osoil
wicd ahown at onee to the dining-room; ften
minntes aflerward, the two men lell the

Liotsn togethior,”
T_\M nacertain?”

“And thw is sl yon

Yew, nll, Inmes—nll

“Wheu your consin Clarenes left thig
howuss did he esrry with him the letters
which the Luly had suked him to surrendor?”

WHe did,  He told me oner be alwiys enr-
tiod Linr lettirs about bim in asenled pucket
“They ora denrer o mo thun my Life.' ho
aid, and I will nover part with thew bay
with lifel'"

“Dovs (his lndy know of your cousin's
disappearaneet”

*She han heard nothing from mae,* an.
awered Clarice; “but Iam satishod that she
knows of Clarenon’s disappenranee.”

“Strauge?” tho young mno said, thonght.
fully.

Then n eold chill ran throngh his veins,
and u horribile wnapielon—n suspicion that he
wonld pot utter—flasbed theough hin brain,

“Look at Ler tmee,” gald Clarics, lifting
tho eustain from before the piclire, “and
tall e iF you can road the sscrold of this
womnn's soul,”

Jues Dulton gazed long at the beantiful
minlaiure,

“I'he face is that of an angel!” he ex-
elalmed; “uo slindow of weong can lurk be
uenth the light of those rindiant blue eyes, "

Clurico lnughed scornfully as she dropped
the blaek drpery aver the easel,

"That is ever v ou's reavoniug,” she suid;
“do you forget that the Marchiouess de
Brinvillers wan ns Jovely ao a Hobo—that
Loeretas Borgia wan mora beautiful than
Juns? The face s but o wack, the mwore
eom, llﬂel! bididen is the heart Leneath"

“Hark!” vaclimed the young man, *
o o earesape ktoppiog st the door Lelow,
Chn it be ang tdings ol Clarenee?”

“No; thoss who bave destroyed Clarence
Soydum are pbove sospicion. "It e uot to
the polics that L must ook for belp,”

Blie walkad to thes window and looked out.

“Itia Miss Ovington's esrrisge! she ex-
elidmed.  “What cnn have bromght ber
beyef  Nay, do not stir, James,* he added,
as the young wan wis wbout to leave the
mom. ‘1 tld von that T shonld bave need
of vonrnid,  Wail! wuit and wateh!”

Tho roouw wis in pliailowy abwearity, enly
illuminated by long rayi of light, which
stronmed theough thie nurrow aperturen be-
tienn the sho'torn, which weres left » littls
way onen Lo ndmit this light,  James Dalton
sented liimeelf 1 the shivdow: Cluries Buy-
datm remaived standing before the easel,

Miss Maud Ovington drew back with o

estiiim of antonisbment os she eutered this
(ROt SRR (N

“Whitt, in mercy's name, doss this mean?”
whe exclaimed.

“It means, Miss Ovinglon," snswered
Clarice. “that wy cousiu, Clarence Snydam,
s dvnd?™

* D"

“Yen  Yon are anrprised, nre yon not?*

lerribily warprined,” saild Miks Oviogton,
sinking into u chiir, and holding ber band.
kerchiol belore her face,

“Aud yot hin life or death eonld be of lit-
s consequence to you." replied Clarics,
“winve you bhad proved your indifferenee Lo
fim by desertivg Lim for o weullhier
wnitor,"

“Yon ars very ernel to me, Mis Suydam, "
snid Miss Maud Oviwgton, removing the
handkerchiof {rom ber fes, und lifting Ley
Lirighit blue eyes, with a piteons sxpression,
toward the iwflexibls conntenines of Clirice;
“but Dwill not wpeak of thst now.  Toll me,
for merey's pnice, when and how did your
oousin die?”

*Yon were bers yestor ‘ay, Miss Oving-

ton?" anewered Clarice, solemnly,

o wus,"

My conwin, Clarence Snydam, disd npon

the night wiveseding your vist—last night!”

“His death, toen, wus terribly sudien,

for he wan in perfoct health when Iinw bim.

In Hewven's wane, Miss Suydam, speak out

—low did your eousin die?"

8hatl 1 nprak out, Mins Ovington!” askoed

Clurice, with peculiar emphosis vpon her

worls,

nl""

*No, Miss Mand Ovington, it ia tos soon

st for plain spenking. [ decline to tell yon

anything respeeting my pour, unbappy cous-

in, but thnt be is dead. "

There wis milenos for some minutes, dor-

ing which Moud Ovington seemed to bo

thinking deeply.

“'Mins Suylion, he kaid, after this pause,

dt i in your power lo gruut me s very

groat favor,"

“Tudeed, madam!™

WAL yon grsat (7

S Perbinps - when [ know what it ja"

“Your conmin bad fu his posvession a nnm-

ber of letters written to Ll Ly me befure

my engagement to the Gonetal. Al papors

belonging to Mr, Soydasa bave no doubt
sedd duto your honds siuee bis deaths,

Vill Yoo return those letters to muf"

1 eannot, Misi Ovinglon”

“You cannot!"

"No, I eanniot, beopuse thosa letters nre
not in my possession, Clarence Suvdim
il o seerols from mwe - we ware ns br ther
and wster —nud L know that he carried the
poacket eontnining your lettera bout bim
until the honr of bis death." |
The rayn of saulight sireaming throngh
|the narrow openings in the shulter sbone |
full npan the fuce of Migs Ovington.  Clar-
jies Suydam saw thol face chunge to the colur |
‘ol alubaster,

“He earried the letters about with him at
tho tine of his dewth!” exclaimed Miss
Ovington,  '"“Aré you sure?”

I nm anre "
“Yon eould swenr (17"

“With wy dying breath, if it were neces-
e

-

sary.
“Enongh, Miss Suydam. T have asked
Fon thess questions sud you bave answered
them eandidly. L will distress yonno louger
by my prosence, which wust belp to romind
sou of your grief.  Good morning”

Thie  weoomplished woman of fashion
bowed wud swept from the room,

She descended the stairs and hurried to
her carringe, which was waiting for ber st
| the door of Lhe house.

*'To Brooklyn," she said to the coschman,
who assisted lier into the vebicle.

Thix conohman was the man whom nhe
had called Willlam npon the previons night.

‘The wun trrued pale as Maud Oviogton
gave thin order,

SMadum.” he sald, in o low, welalng

th

*Laen danger thag in trosting to u hypo-
erite,” nbo nuawered coldly. 1 bave reason
to think you bave deceived mo,”

*You wish to ses Aim then?” sald Willinm, |

o1 do"

“Then you shafl sea bim, and from his
lips you shall bear that 1 Lave spoken the
truth, Dot you ocannot kee bim uubid 1o
uight. Thers would be danger to us both
in that place before dark.”

Mis Ovingtow wbrogged her shoalders
impatisntly, :

“Latit e o, then," shosnid. *“To-night,
albar dazi.”

voloe, “not there, surely. TYou forget

[0 neenxrivoeD.]
e e———

The Rich California Ranker.
When it beeame Known that ane of the
richest California bankers liad left the Pu-

mitiona to the New York Btock Exchanie,

with keen interest tosce low hetwould s)e-
ceeil.  The result has emplintionlly proved
the woalthy binker's sigmelly,  Besiides
banvingn muneh widor and mora promis oy
fleld to operate dn, hie s known o biee
bew iy insesorn] stock combinntionsting puid
imuense profits. By the combination meth-
odd of aperntiong in Stoeks Mesm Laweenos
& Co, Bankers, New York, unite orders of
thousands of eustomers, In different sim
into ane vast enpltal, wnd aperste them
n tiglity whole, dividing profits proorati
among the shwreholders evory thirty days,
Capital in any amount, from $i0 to §10,000
cun be twed with prent soceess in thiese
poole, §23 wonld pay $100 profit.  §d
wonld minke 8,000 or 10 per cent on the
wtock during the month,  Messrs. Law-
rency & Uo's new cirenlnr (nisdbed free)
ives  two nnereltge roles for snecess," und
full partioulars, so tnit ahy one can ofw-
rate in stocks, and moke money, Htotks
and bonds wanteld,  Government  bongds
supplied. Apply to Lawrenes & Co,, Bank:
ers, o7 Exchange 'loer, New York.
T e —

Campanin, the great remedy for thenma-
e, nenemlgin,  tombogo,  speabne G
bruises,  Bold by nll first-class deuggista,

158, TukTh

:
|

Konril onren Neariyin nsiantiy.  New sise i,
Sold by Joh I Park & Son, andall driggists

|

Acting throngh the pores upon  the
sourees of Inflammation Glenn's Salplar
Hoap pramptly relisves the burning, itel-
ing and othet annoyances cansed by Salt
Rhenm, Seald Hend, Tmpetipn, Ervaipelas
nhd ather skin disenses, and nltimately re-
moves overy vestize of them, Depot Crit-
tentan's, No, T SIxth avenne,

Hill's Instpntaneous Hair Dya is sale a8
well us ypeedy.

e — —

Oily snbatances alwavs ngervate skin
dimcnses.  Ointments are therefore rather
bartful than beneflelal. Glenn's Sulphnr
Soap, which openw, instend of olomeine the
pores with gresee, has, o8 nideht hiave been
expectid, widely sopersedod ileaminons
compatndsag ik remedy foe seorbutle nffeo-
tions.  Depot, Crittenton’s, No. 7 Bixth
Lvanne,

Hills Instantaneous Tlale Dye produces
no metallic lustee,

POROUS PLASTERS,

SCAPCINE
Ri

1 POROUS PLASTE
BENSON' St
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